D-eep in the heart of Texas-as well as in Arizona, New Mexico, California, and the six Mexican states that lie just across the border-rapid industrialization and the accompanying population growth have spawned a family of environmental problems that have developed into a full-fledged environmental and public health crisis. In an effort to address these problems, the NIEHS is working to establish the Binational Border Research in Disease and Geospatial Research (BRIDGE) Program.
The U.S.-Mexico border region stretches about 100 kilometers out from either side of the boundary. Populations throughout this zone vary widely, from densely crowded sister cities such as San Diego-Tijuana and El Paso-Ciudad Juairez, which straddle the border, to uninhabited stretches of desert. 
